I22                   THE INDIA OF FACT

It is an astounding business this pilgrimage of thousands
of Hindus seeking 'The Way', seeking remission of sins, and
peace on a road untold, anything that will lead a man to
sense another world, to feel another existence.

Far is the road and hard the journey for the old and
the weak, and there are people who crowd and jostle, and
many would be trampled down, drowned in the tarn and the
tank in their eagerness. But the good British will be there,
the magistrates and the policemen to check, to warn and to
help, the doctor and the sanitary expert, that the cholera
may not gain its footing, nor the smallpox take heavy toll.
Fools there be by the hundred who must jostle for a sight of
the tarn, jostle by side of precipice, or rush and press for the
holy river, running so swift perhaps that he who falls will
rise no more. To such, a British magistrate or an Indian
police sergeant will call 'Steady, brothers! Have patience,
mother! Wait for the word, the river is always there. Stop
pushing behind, or I strike,3 for they had been given charge

over them.1

FAQIRS

There are in India five million folk who live on their
neighbours, the so-called 'religious mendicants*.

Faqir, though the popular term, is inaccurate, as it is
the Arabic for a Muhammadan devotee. The mendicants
of India are ninety-nine times out of a hundred Hindu.

I have even classed them somewhat heedlessly with the
lighter side of the people, when they really belong to the
serious side, because you will always see them en evidence
on pilgrimages and at fairs, whether the fair be holy and
religious, or secular and commercial. You will see them
wherever you go, these, to European eyes, revolting indi-
viduals, naked, smeared in mud and ashes, matted of hair
and beard, blear-eyed, sometimes resigned, sometimes scorn-
ful, sometimes humble, far-away, and mystical.

What do they mean, whence do they come, what is the
good or evil that they do? They are but another aspect of
1 A pilgrimage to the snows in Kashmir is shown in Chapter XXI,